[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://4e7221.medialib.glogster.com/media/072a6cecf26ac32961479f475414e000f2a1196c149e3bc0815961b0de476012/cartoon-20detective.jpg][image: https://www.mint.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/3-Sources-for-Reliable-Business-Reviews.jpg]						Evaluating Credibility of Sources
Author
· Degree
· College
· Current career
· Past publications
· Bias
· Cited by other authors
· Are the sources that the author used credible?
Determine your author’s credentials. If an author cannot be found, check out the publisher for credibility.
Date
· Science 
· Humanities
An older source may work if your topic is in the humanities. However, if your topic is related to Science, a more recent source is desired.
Intended Audience
· Depth
· Too specialized
· Too general
· Tone 
Look at each of the following categories and decide if it fits your intended audience 

Publisher
· University Press
· Peer reviewed journals
· Newspaper
· Government program
· Well-known media outlet
Publications should come from a reputable institution.
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· Accurate grammar, spelling, and punctuation
· Structure: organization of information
· Style: font and size
· Design: colors and backgrounds

The website’s credibility can be reflected in its easy-to-use design so that users can assess the information with ease.
Purpose of Site
· Public Services
· General Info
· Persuasion
· Personal hobby
· Commercial selling

If the purpose of the site is different than the reason you are using that site, you need to be careful because the information could be slanted/biased based on the intended purpose.

	
	







Evaluating the Credibility of Websites




	Verifiable
· Can the information be verified with other sources (i.e. encyclopedia)?
· Is it as good as a resource in the library?


The information in the website should be confirmed through other reputable sources.
References
· Does the information in the website have footnotes, references, and reputable links?

The author should use credible resources that have been properly cited. 
Ending of Website Address
· Gov: government
· Edu: educational
· Com: commercial
· Org: organization
· Net: network
· Mil: military

The website’s ending can give you insight as to the purpose the site and can indicate a bias about the information and the way it is presented.
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“Don’t believe
everything you
read on the
Internet just
because there’s
a picture with a
quote next to it.”

—Abraham Lincoln





